MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
was maintained by means of the navigation of the Western Mediter-
ranean. Now, we have already seen that Islam, in the course of die
8th century, closed the sea to Christian navigation wherever the
Byzantine fleet was unable to protect it The Arab invasions of
Provence in the 8th century, and the burning of the cities by
Charles Martel, did the rest. It is true that Pippin regained a footing
on the shores of the Gulf of Lyons, re-establishing, in 752, his
sovereignty over Mimes, Maguelonne, Agde and Beziers, which
were surrendered to him by the Goth Ansimundus;1 but there
were Saracen garrisons in these Visigothic cities, and the popu-
lation had to take up arms against these garrisons. Narbonne held
out the longest. It was only in 759 that the inhabitants massacred
the garrison, and consented to receive a Prankish garrison on
condition of retaining their national rights.2
The foundation of the Omayyad Caliphate in Spain, in 765,
resulted in more peaceful relations between the Carolingian State
and Islam. But neither this lull, nor the recovery of the coast of
the Gulf of Lyons, had the effect of reviving maritime commerce.8
This was because the Carolingians had no fleet, and therefore
, could not clear the sea of the pirates who infested it.
They did, however, attempt to obtain security at sea; in 797
they occupied Barcelona,4 and in 799 the Balearics, which the
Saracens had lately devastated, and which yielded themselves to
Charles.5 In 807 Pippin drove the Moors out of Corsica with an
Italian fleet.6 At one moment it seemed as though Charles intended
to undertake a naval war; in 810 he commanded that a fleet should be
built,7 but nothing came of it, and he could not prevent the Moors,
in 813, from ravaging Corsica, Sardinia, Nice, and Civita Vecchia.
The expedition against the African coast8 organized in 828 by
1	richter and kohl, Anmkn des FrSnkischen Reichs im ZeMter der
Karolinger,vol II, part I, p. i. l. OBLSNERja/ir&H'c/K'r des Frankischen Reiches
unter Konig Pippin, p. 340.
2	richtbr and kohl, op. cit., vol. II, part I, 1885, p. 16.
8 Charles was on excellent terms with Haroun from 797 to 809* klbin-
clausz, Charlemagne, p. 342.	4 richter and kohl, op. dt., p. 116.
B Ibid., p. 144.      a Ibid., p. 273. Cf. ibid., p. 184, a° 810.      7 Ibid., p. 186.
8 kohl, Annalen des Frankischen Reicks im Zeitalter der Karoliftger* vol. II,
part U, 1887, p. 260.
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